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(F') special operations forces development;
and

(G) coordination with and security en-
hancements for Poland, which is a neigh-
boring North Atlantic Treaty Organization
ally; and

(3) to improve the Baltic countries’ cyber
defenses and resilience to hybrid threats.

(c) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
Congress a report setting forth the strategy
of the Department of Defense to achieve the
objectives described in subsection (b).

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—The strategy required
by paragraph (1) shall include a consider-
ation of—

(A) security assistance programs for the
Baltic countries managed by the Department
of State;

(B) the ongoing security threats to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s east-
ern flank posed by Russian aggression, in-
cluding as a result of the Russia Federation’s
2022 invasion of Ukraine with support from
Belarus; and

(C) rising tensions with, and presence in
the Baltic countries of, the People’s Republic
of China, including economic bullying of the
Baltic countries by the People’s Republic of
China.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Department of Defense, $250,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027 to carry
out the initiative authorized under sub-
section (a).

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 559—EX-
PRESSING GRATITUDE ON BE-
HALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES TO THE JOUR-
NALISTS AND NEWS STAFF WHO
ARE RISKING INJURY AND
DEATH, ARE SUBJECT TO GRAVE
THREAT, AND HAVE SACRIFICED
THEIR LIVES, TO CHRONICLE
AND REPORT ON THE ONGOING
WAR 1IN UKRAINE RESULTING
FROM THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION’S INVASION

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
CASSIDY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 559

Whereas Ukraine declared independence
from the Soviet Union on August 24, 1991,
and that independence was reaffirmed in a
popular referendum on December 1, 1991;

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, the Russian
military invaded the sovereign country of
Ukraine under the direction of President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘Putin’’), car-
rying out attacks on cities with ballistic
missiles, heavy artillery, and tanks;

Whereas Protocol I to the Geneva Conven-
tions includes the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts, prohibiting
attacks on civilian persons and populations,
and defines journalists and war correspond-
ents as civilians;

Whereas the Russian Federation was an
original signatory to the Geneva Conven-
tions until Putin removed the Russian Fed-
eration from Protocol in October 2019, dem-
onstrating a clear disregard for innocent life;

Whereas, as of March 29, 2022, thousands of
civilians, including children, are recorded as
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having been Kkilled during the Russian Fed-
eration’s invasion of Ukraine;

Whereas journalists and news staff are on
the ground in Ukraine, reporting freelance,
reporting for global networks and media, and
working on documentary efforts to record
the ongoing humanitarian crisis and war
caused by the Russian Federation’s invasion
of the sovereign country of Ukraine;

Whereas many of the journalists and news
staff covering the war in Ukraine are United
States citizens or working for United States
news agencies;

Whereas shelling by Russian Federation
forces has included the shelling of humani-
tarian corridors, maternity  hospitals,
schools, and other primarily civilian loca-
tions;

Whereas journalists and news staff are on
the ground along Russian-targeted humani-
tarian corridors and in major cities across
Ukraine;

Whereas dozens of members of the free
press have been murdered or injured by Rus-
sian Federation forces as of March 29, 2022,
with more casualties and injuries likely;

Whereas, on February 26, 2022, Danish jour-
nalist Stefan Weichert was shot and wounded
while reporting near Okhtyrka, Ukraine;

Whereas, on February 26, 2022, Danish jour-
nalist Emil Filtenborg was shot and wounded
while reporting near Okhtyrka, Ukraine;

Whereas, on February 28, 2022, British Sky
News chief correspondent Stuart Ramsay
was shot and wounded when his car was am-
bushed by Russian soldiers in Kyiv, Ukraine;

Whereas, on February 28, 2022, British Sky
News camera operator Richie Mockler was
shot and wounded when his car was am-
bushed by Russian soldiers in Kyiv, Ukraine;

Whereas, on March 1, 2022, Ukrainian-based
journalist and camera operator Yevhenii
Sakun was killed when Russian Federation
forces shelled a television tower in Kyiv,
Ukraine;

Whereas, on March 6, 2022, Swiss journalist
Guillaume Briquet was wounded and robbed
by Russia soldiers who shot at his car on the
road to Mykolaiv, Ukraine;

Whereas, on March 13, 2022, United States
documentarian and film director Brent
Renaud was shot in Irpin, Ukraine, and later
died of his wounds;

Whereas, on March 13, 2022, United States
journalist Juan Arredondo was shot and
wounded while reporting in Irpin, Ukraine;

Whereas, on March 15, 2022, Ukrainian Fox
News journalist Oleksandra Sasha
Kuvshinova was killed in Horenka, Ukraine,
when her vehicle was struck by incoming
arms fire;

Whereas, on March 15, 2022, Irish Fox News
cameraman and photographer Pierre
Zakrzewski was killed in Horenka, Ukraine,
when his vehicle was struck by incoming
arms fire;

Whereas, on March 15, 2022, United States
Fox News correspondent Benjamin Hall was
wounded when his vehicle was struck by in-
coming arms fire in Horenka, Ukraine;

Whereas it is possible that additional
Ukrainian and foreign press have been or
will be injured and killed so long as Russian
Federation forces continue their brutal at-
tack on civilians;

Whereas all civilians, including journalists
and news staff, should be spared violence by
military forces;

Whereas Putin and his cronies have dem-
onstrated complete disregard for innocent
life, the sovereignty of Ukraine, the right to
free speech, and the rights and value of a free
press;

Whereas Putin is engaged in a propaganda
war, as well as a military war, and the Rus-
sian Federation continues to push a false
narrative about Russian military presence in
Ukraine;
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Whereas the United States supports a free
and fair press and rejects any and all propa-
gandist efforts by the Russian Federation to
cover up and hide the truth behind the Rus-
sian Federation’s invasion;

Whereas journalists and news staff on the
ground in Ukraine who are reporting the
truth to the world, including journalists and
news staff from the United States, are in-
strumental in combating false propaganda
pushed by Putin and his cronies; and

Whereas, despite the overwhelming threat
and risk to their lives and the sacrifices al-
ready made, journalists and news staff con-
tinue to report bravely from Ukraine: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) declares its gratitude on behalf of the
people of the United States to the journalists
and news staff who continue to put them-
selves in harm’s way to report on the human-
itarian crisis and ongoing war on the ground
in Ukraine following the Russian Federa-
tion’s invasion;

(2) remembers the journalists and news
staff who have lost their lives or have been
severely injured reporting from Ukraine and
conveys the sympathies and appreciation of
the people of the United States to their fami-
lies for their sacrifice;

(3) condemns President of the Russian Fed-
eration Vladimir Putin, President of the Re-
public of Belarus Aleksander Lukashenko,
and their officials for authorizing and exe-
cuting attacks on innocent Ukrainian civil-
ians, residential areas, and humanitarian
corridors, resulting in the loss of life of civil-
ians, including journalists and news staff;
and

(4) honors the contributions of journalists
and news staff reporting from the war in
Ukraine as essential in the ongoing struggle
for the rights of a free press and free speech
internationally, pivotal in pushing back
against false propaganda by tyrants, and
crucial to informing the people of the United
States and the world of the horrors being
wrought against the Ukrainian people.

SENATE RESOLUTION 560—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ENDOMETRIOSIS AS AN UNMET
CHRONIC DISEASE FOR WOMEN
AND DESIGNATING MARCH 2022
AS “ENDOMETRIOSIS AWARE-
NESS MONTH”

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 560

Whereas more than 6,500,000 women in the
United States are living with endometriosis;

Whereas endometriosis is a painful and de-
bilitating chronic disease affecting—

1) approximately 190,000,000
throughout the world;

(2) an estimated 1 in 10 women of reproduc-
tive age in the United States; and

(3) primarily women in their 30s and 40s,
but can affect any woman who menstruates;

Whereas the cause of endometriosis is not
known, but risk factors include—

(1) having a mother, sister, or daughter
with endometriosis;

(2) menstrual cycles that started at an
early age;

(3) menstrual cycles that are short; and

(4) periods that are heavy and last more
than 7 days;

Whereas endometriosis occurs when tissue
similar to that normally found in the uterus
begins to grow outside the uterus;

women



S1836

Whereas the only way currently available
to be certain of an endometriosis diagnosis is
to have a surgical procedure known as a
laparoscopy;

Whereas the primary symptoms of endo-
metriosis include pain and infertility, and
many women with endometriosis live with
debilitating, chronic pain;

Whereas symptoms of anxiety and depres-
sion are common among women with the
endometriosis, with reported rates as high as
75 to 90 percent;

Whereas, although endometriosis is one of
the most common gynecological disorders in
the United States, there is a lack of aware-
ness and prioritization of endometriosis as
an important health issue for women;

Whereas women can suffer for up to 10
years before being properly diagnosed;

Whereas approximately 75 percent of
women with endometriosis experience a mis-
diagnosis;

Whereas endometriosis is 1 of the 3 main
causes of female infertility, and between 30
and 50 percent of women with endometriosis
experience infertility;

Whereas health care providers must focus
on managing the symptoms of endo-
metriosis, which may include in vitro fer-
tilization (IVF), low-dose oral contracep-
tives, intrauterine devices (IUDs), pain-
killers, including nonsteriodal anti-inflam-
matory drugs (NSAIDs), and gonadotropin-
releasing hormone (GnRH) agonist therapy;

Whereas endometriosis is associated with
increased health care costs and poses a sub-
stantial burden to patients in the health
care system;

Whereas, in the United States, the esti-
mated average direct health care cost associ-
ated with endometriosis per patient is more
than $13,000 per year;

Whereas 40 percent of women with endo-
metriosis report impaired career growth due
to endometriosis, and approximately 50 per-
cent of women with endometriosis experi-
ence a decreased ability to work;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention found that the average num-
ber of ‘“‘bed days’ for patients with endo-
metriosis was 18 days per year;

Whereas women with endometriosis can
lose 11 hours per workweek through lost pro-
ductivity;

Whereas the physical and psychological
impact of endometriosis affects all domains
of life, including social life, relationships,
and work;

Whereas medical societies and patient
groups have expressed the need for greater
public attention and updated resources tar-
geted to public education about this unmet
health need for women;

Whereas there is a need for more research
and updated guidelines to treat endo-
metriosis;

Whereas there is an ongoing need for addi-
tional clinical research and treatment op-
tions to manage this debilitating disease;
and

Whereas there is no known cure for endo-
metriosis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2022 as
metriosis Awareness Month”’;

(2) recognizes the importance of endo-
metriosis as a health issue for women that
requires far greater attention, public aware-
ness, and education about the disease;

(3) encourages the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, the Secretary of Defense,
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs—

(A) to provide information to women, pa-
tients, and health care providers with re-
spect to endometriosis, including available
screening tools and treatment options, with
a goal of improving the quality of life and

‘“Endo-
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health outcomes of women affected by endo-
metriosis;

(B) to conduct additional research on endo-
metriosis and possible clinical options; and

(C) to update information, tools, and stud-
ies currently available with respect to help-
ing women live with endometriosis; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 561—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF
APRIL 2022 AS “NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. PADILLA,
and Mr. CARPER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 561

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause cancer,
such as mesothelioma, asbestosis, and other
health problems;

Whereas symptoms of asbestos-related dis-
eases can take between 10 and 50 years to
present themselves;

Whereas the projected life expectancy for
an individual diagnosed with mesothelioma
is between 6 and 24 months;

Whereas little is known about late-stage
treatment of asbestos-related diseases, and
there is no cure for those diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases might give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove the prognoses of those patients;

Whereas, although the consumption of as-
bestos within the United States has been
substantially reduced, the United States
continues to consume tons of the fibrous
mineral each year for use in certain prod-
ucts;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States have died from asbestos-related dis-
eases, and thousands more die every year
from those diseases;

Whereas, although individuals continue to
be exposed to asbestos, safety measures re-
lating to, and the prevention of, asbestos ex-
posure have significantly reduced the inci-
dence of asbestos-related diseases and can
further reduce the incidence of those dis-
eases;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure, which has been a cause of occupational
cancer;

Whereas a significant percentage of vic-
tims of asbestos-related diseases were ex-
posed to asbestos on naval ships and in ship-
yards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana, suffer from asbestos-related
diseases, including mesothelioma, at a sig-
nificantly higher rate than people in the
United States as a whole; and

Whereas the designation of a ‘‘National As-
bestos Awareness Week’ will raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2022
as ‘“‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;
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(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and
educate people about the public health issue
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 562—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 24, 2022, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL WOMEN IN AGRI-
CULTURE DAY”

Ms. ERNST (for herself, Ms. SMITH,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. LUMMIS, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
SINEMA, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. HASSAN, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
CRrAPO, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. KING, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KELLY, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. CANTWELL,
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 562

Whereas the United States proudly recog-
nizes agriculture as one of the most
impactful industries of the United States,
and acknowledges the countless women who
help agriculture prosper both at home and
abroad;

Whereas there are more than 1,200,000 fe-
male agricultural producers in the United
States, making up more than a third of the
agricultural producers in the United States;

Whereas, in 2017, farms operated by women
in the United States sold $148,000,000,000 in
agricultural products, accounting for 38 per-
cent of the total agriculture sales in the
United States for that year;

Whereas, in addition to leading farming
operations, women working in agriculture
make a difference across the United States
in various commodity and industry fields,
such as research and development, manufac-
turing, sales and distribution, agricultural
education, agribusiness and advocacy, which
extends benefits to individuals across the
globe through the international trade of the
United States;

Whereas the United States recognizes that
women are vital in fostering the next genera-
tion of the agricultural workforce by pro-
moting STEM and agricultural education
and entrepreneurial and community initia-
tives and by serving as mentors for 4-H, FFA,
the Cooperative Extension System, and nu-
merous postsecondary agricultural science
educator programs;

Whereas March is National Women’s His-
tory Month; and

Whereas female professionals, instructors,
and leaders in the agricultural field should
be celebrated for their efforts during Na-
tional Ag Week, which takes place between
March 21 and March 25, 2022: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 24, 2022, as ‘‘National
Women in Agriculture Day’’;
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